English 10
‘The Making, and Unmaking, of a Child Soldier’ – Questions
1. As the civil war started, what are some of the losses, some of the personal tragedies, that Beah faces?

2.  Describe the first battle.

· How long does it take Ishmael Beah to become soldier-like?

· What happens that helps turn Beah into more of a fighter?

3. List some of the ways (at least three) that the army controlled Beah and the other child soldiers.

4. What’s the difference between the Beah described on page one, and the person he had become by the top of page three?

5. What are some of the ways a child seems better-suited to be a soldier than an adult?
6. Re-read the bottom of page three.  Why do you think that simply removing the child soldiers from their environment didn’t change their behavior?

7.  What happens to the boys as they start to withdrawal from the drugs they had been taking?  How do they behave?  

· What happens once Beah is completely off the drugs – what fills his mind?

8.  Esther repeatedly tells Ishmael that nothing that he did was, “his fault.”  Do you agree?  Disagree?  Why?  Why not?
9. What effect does music have on Beah while in the hospital (page 6)?

10. What effect does having a sense of family have on Beah (page 7, 8)?

11. What do you think is the most important element that led to Ishmael’s rehabilitation – befriending Esther?  Finding family?  Listening to music and starting to write?  Being made “spokesperson” at the minihospital?  Explain your answer
12.  Lord of the Flies deals with how quickly people – children – can become brutal savages, when faced with a bad situation.  What can we learn about this aspect of human nature by reading of Ishmael Beah’s experience?
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