Monsters Monsters Everywhere!
English 12 – Written Assignment

Questions to ponder:

Are monsters born or does society create them?  What can monsters tell us about our own society, our fears, and even ourselves?  What defines a monster and how do we recognize them and treat them in society?

Assignment:

This assignment will take you on an exploration of several classic monsters from British literature, society’s continued fascination with monsters, and maybe even the monster within!  While reading the stories of and investigating the history of these iconic monsters you should consider ONE of the following for your essay:

· How a monster is a reflection of the culture from which it is created

· The universal struggle of good versus evil

· The psychology behind the monster lurking within

Instructions:

Step One: Read Beowulf(Your PRIMARY source) in class and identify and consider the role of one of the three monsters presented in the epic – Grendel, Grendel’s Mother, and the Dragon

Step Two: Select and read ONE of the following British works(YOUR secondary source): Frankenstein, Dracula, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, The Island of Dr. Moreau – Please note that we have a limited amount of copies of Frankenstein available on a first come first served basis in the Media Center.  Other copies will be available at the public library, on line bookstores, and are available as free downloads for many e-readers.  It will be YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to acquire and read a copy of ONE of these works.

Step Three: Complete essay assignment – please note the following requirements:
· 3-5 pages typed in MLA format

· Must include a Works Cited Page – four source minimum including primary source; secondary source; a literary criticism, journal article, etc…

· Your essay MUST cover these items:

1. Analysis of Primary Source Monster

2. Analysis of Secondary Source Monster

3. History of the Literary Period as it applies to the Secondary Source

4. An analysis of

·  commonalities in culture in creating and struggling with a monster  - or

· The universal struggle for good versus evil – or

· The psychology and motivation of the monster within

5. Reflection of monsters in modern society/media
Step Four: Complete a power point exploring the visual representation of the blurred borders between humanity and the monster lurking within – consult separate assignment sheet.
Good Luck – and remember – don’t be afraid of the dark!
